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consciously in general I am enduring,  as having special contents I am becoming.
Here we meet for the first time the curious concept of becoming; and this is at the very root of " categories " substance and causality, as will be shown at a later stage.
The next step is this : I look from my having at what I have ; this, i.e. the totality of immediate objects I call It, and then I say It becomes. In this way a certain connexion between the different contents of my consciousness at different " nows " is established. But not very much would be gained in this way if, firstly, the enduring part of the It could not be shown, and if, secondly, something more could not be said with regard to becoming.
In the concept of enduring in general, identity has, so to speak, been thrown outwards ; enduring is identity, but it means something that is always the same in time, not merely as a concept: it is identity petrified. But suppose the concept of consequence could also be made more than a concept of pure logic and could also be " thrown outwards " upon the It. What, if becoming could be formulated as if an earlier phase of it were always the reason of a later phase, and a later phase the consequence of an earlier one ? If this were possible then we might claim to understand becoming, to have rationalised it.
Now it is certainly quite impossible to fulfil the logical demands mentioned here with regard to the becoming of immediate objects as they are given to me. Think of what you " have " consciously during a period of, say, five minutes : there is an enormous variety of contents of immediate objects.